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BACTERIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY FOR STUDENTS OF MEDICINE.
By F. S. Stewart. Ninth Edition. (Pp. 612; figs. 76. 55s). London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cassell, 1968.
THIS new edition of the former "Bigger's Handbook of Bacteriology" sustains a consistent
level of excellence, and amply fulfills the author's stated intention to present "the fundamental
principles of medical microbiology and immunology" in a clear and systematic manner which
makes the reading and understanding of even complicated portions of the text simple.
While intended for the student of medicine the author does not indicate whether this is
aimed at under-graduate or post-graduate level, and perhaps rightly so. There can be a few
engaged in the field of medicine who would fail to find profit and instruction in its pages and
it can be recommended to all those with a particular interest in Pathology and Microbiology,
not merely to the under-graduate and post-graduate medical student, but also to the science
microbiologist and the more senior technician. As a work of reference for the busy consultant
it provides a concise survey of whole fields of interest and a convenient quick refresher on
topics where time has worn familiarity away.
At 600 pages the book is still not too heavy to hold in the hand, and it is well made,
bound and set in easily readable type. It would be an improvement in successive additions
if a freer use of the coloured illustration could be made and perhaps the scale of some of the
line diagrams could be enlarged. It is a pleasure to recommend this book to all those with
any interests in the field of microbiology. W.S.
COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL CARE AND TEACHING. By George G.
Reader and Mary E. W. Goss. (Pp. xvi+391. 104s6d). New York: Cornell
University Press, London: Oxford University Press, 1968.
THis book describes the achievements of an experiment in comprehensive medical care started
in 1952 for hospital general medicine out-patients in the New York Hospital which has been
used extensively in training medical students.
The term "comprehensive care" included the co-ordination of professional and lay services,
the continued responsibility of one physician, consideration of physical and psychological
aspects of the illness and of preventive as well as curative measures and recognition of the
relevance of social and economic factors to the patient's illness. Previously, care, although of
high quality, was said to have been "too often episodic, fragmentary, inadequately organised
and imperfectly supervised". An important aspect of the study was the determined effort
made to assess the value of the programme on the training of the medical student.
There are many challenging questions and ideas in this book. "Patients commonly attended
several clinics at once and not infrequently received conflicting orders from several physicians".
"One of the major difficulties in seeking a clearer understanding of what constitutes good
medicine is a lack of concrete explicit criteria". ". . . medicine should become more scientific
in the sense of admitting data now commonly left out of consideration". "Such data would
add breadth" by including "more attention to the patient's environment; depth; to include
some comprehension of his inner motivations; and duration, to relate the patient's present
condition to his past and future".
Details of the many different methods of teaching employed in the programme are given
including students watching through a one-way glass screen, patients being interviewed, and
the contributions of the various specialists are described. The paediatricians, psychiatrists and
consultants in preventive medicine played a particularly important part but the obstetricians
and surgeons also participated.
The book ends with a courageous analysis of the views of New York hospital staff and
students about the programme. Although the majority in both groups approved of the pro-
gramme a substantial minority did not.
This book will be of special interest to medical educators and to those interested in the
fundamental question: What is good medical care and how do we provide it? J.P.
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